The accordion sign at CT: a nonspecific finding in patients with colonic edema.
To determine whether the "accordion sign" is a specific computed tomographic (CT) sign of Clostridium difficile colitis. Fifty-seven patients with CT evidence of severe colitis, as judged by colonic wall thickening, an abnormal haustral pattern, the target sign, and stranding of the pericolic fat, were identified from a computerized CT database for 25 months. CT images were retrospectively evaluated for the presence of oral contrast material in the colon and for the accordion sign. The medical and laboratory records of all patients were reviewed and correlated with CT findings to establish the cause of colitis. Oral contrast material had reached the colon in 35 of 57 patients at the time of the CT examination. The images in 15 of these patients demonstrated the accordion sign, and those in 20 patients did not. C difficile colitis was documented in four of the 15 cases displaying the accordion sign. In the remaining 11 patients, a different cause was documented. Oral contrast material had not reached the colon in the remaining 22 patients. Within this group with findings similar to the accordion sign, five patients had documented C difficile colitis, and four had colitis from other causes. The accordion sign is indicative of severe colonic edema or inflammation, but it is not specific for C difficile colitis.